Let’s beat the odds!
Meet the kākāpō, the world’s most unusual parrot. Conservationists want to protect
weird and wonderful animals just as much as cute and cuddly ones.
Kākāpōs just happen to be both!
1. Read my story
Read all about the kākāpō on page 2.

Kākāpō
Scientific name: Strigops habroptila
Lives: New Zealand
Population: 211
Weird and wonderful facts:
• Weighs more than a house brick
• Can’t fly but can climb
• Nocturnal
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2. Play Kakapo Rescue
All EDGE species have something in
common, and not just their love of bugs
and termites! It’s that most people haven’t
heard of them. Share kākāpō’s story with
your friends and family by playing the
kākāpō rescue game on page 3.
You will need: one or two dice, printed
game board (page 3), counters, scrap
of paper and a pencil to keep score
What to do: Find food, avoid
predators and visit as many other
kākāpōs as possible!
3. Make a Kākāpō bookmark
Add the Kākāpō On the EDGE bookmark
to your collection! Print, cut and fold
the template on page 4, following
the instructions.
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My Story
Kākāpōs seem to break all the parrot rules! I look like a green owl

Human settlers changed everything. They hunted slow-moving

and I’m far too heavy to fly. I don’t squawk or talk, but I can make

kākāpōs for food, and brought dogs, cats, stoats and rats that

a BOOM so loud you’ll hear it 5 km away. I outlive every other

hunted us too. They cleared our forest homes to build farms.

bird, and most humans! And I forage for food at night,

By the 1990s, only 51 kākāpōs survived. We were on

when other birds are fast asleep.

the edge of extinction.

You might think that waddling around on a dark forest floor

The odds were terrible, but a band of brilliant humans have

sounds a bit dangerous for a bird that can’t fly… and you’re right.

worked hard to stop kākāpōs becoming extinct. They didn’t

But it wasn’t always a problem.

care that kākāpōs aren’t useful to humans. They just knew that

A thousand years ago, bats were the only land mammals in New
Zealand. Our only predators were birds of prey. I don’t know
about you, but I’d rather hide than try to fight an eagle off! Over
time, kākāpōs adapted by hiding in the day, and sticking to the

different = amazing. They moved us to safer islands, banishing
the cats and rats. They watch over us using cameras, computers
and tracking devices. They even help us find each other
when it’s time to breed.

ground at night. Our mottled green feathers provided brilliant

There are now more than 200 wild kākāpōs, and the number

camouflage. Then about 800 years ago, humans began

of new chicks goes up year by year. The fight is far from over,

arriving on our islands.

but you can help us BOOM into the future!
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Play Kākāpō Rescue

Put your kākāpō counters on the START.
Take it in turns to roll the die and follow
the numbered path. Each player starts
with three lives. The first player to lose
all their lives is out.

Kākāpō: Find another kākāpō,
gain a life

START

Rat, Cat: Hunted by a predator,
lose a life
Conservationist: Tagged by a
conservationist, roll again
Tree top: Climb a tree,
miss a go
Rimu fruit: Eat a rimu fruit,
roll again
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Kākāpō Bookmark Template
Print this page and
follow the instructions
to fold a kākāpō
bookmark for
yourself or a friend!
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Take care! Ask an adult to help
you to cut out any difficult parts.
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