Be a conservationist!
Meet the numbat, one of Earth’s most extraordinary mammals. Conservationists are working
hard to rewild their habitat. Find out how you can do the same for local animals.

Numbat

1. Read my story
Read all about the numbat on page 2.

Scientific name: Myrmecobius fasciatus
Lives: Western Australia
Population: Fewer than 1000
Weird and wonderful facts:
• Only eats termites, up to 20,000 a day!
• Weighs as much as a basketball.
• Long, sticky tongue
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2. Rewilding, one step at a time
Don’t worry – there’s no need to make
room for a family of carnivores in your
compost heap! Scale down the steps that
conservationists take and use them in your
own garden (or a school garden). Focus on
rewilding plants, and the animals will follow.
You will need: Rewilding ideas (page 3),
permission from the person or people who own
the land you would like to rewild
What to do: See how many of the ideas you
can put into action.
3. Make a numbat bookmark
Add the Numbat On the EDGE bookmark
to your collection! Print, cut and fold the
template on page 4, following the instructions.
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My Story
I may be a mammal, like you, but there are some BIG differences.

To make matters worse, the eucalyptus woodlands where we live

For starters, my tongue is as long and thin as a pencil! It’s also

have been disappearing, as people build farms, expand towns and

covered in sticky snot, so when I dip it into logs and underground

cities, and dig mines and quarries. There are natural threats like

tunnels, it comes out covered in termites. Yum! What do you mean

fires, too. We need these forests and woodlands to help us hide

you don’t like termites? They’re all I eat!

from predators! Termites like to live there too,

I like to live alone, so I get the termites in my territory all to

so more forests = more food.

myself. I can’t dig deep into termite mounds (where termites

Numbats used to be found all over Australia. Today there are only

hide at night) so I have to catch them in daytime when they’re

a couple of groups of us left in the wild. Our only hope is that

marching in and out of their nests. As I’m sniffing for termites,

humans protect our remaining wild habitat, making sure that

other animals are hunting for me! We’ve always had to watch

it STAYS wild. Conservationists have been trying to restore

out for predators like birds of prey and snakes. When humans

eucalyptus woodlands, keeping foxes and cats out with fences,

introduced foxes and cats to Australia, life for a

and giving us a chance to feed and breed. You might not be able

numbat got even harder.

to protect a whole woodland where you live, but there is lots you
can do to rewild your own tiny patch of Earth.
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Rewilding, one step at a time
Can you make any of these changes to help get a patch of land back to its ‘wild’ state?
Simply add more places to eat, drink and hide, and it won’t be long before wildlife starts moving in.

What to do: See how many of the ideas you can put into action.

Stop mowing grass (even a small area of long grass
can give animals somewhere to hide).

Ask the person who owns the land to
cut down on chemicals such as weed
killers, fertilizers and pesticides.
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Let weeds grow. They are food for insects, which
in turn become food for larger animals.

Talk to the person who owns the land about
helping small animals to move about and find
water and food. Could you make small
holes under fences to help?

Scatter wildflower seeds.

Build a small pond by sinking an old container into the
ground. Add rainwater and some pond plants (from a
garden or aquatic centre) to keep the water clean.

Set up places where animals can shelter
– this could be a bug hotel, bat box or
bird box, or just a pile of leaves or logs.
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Numbat Bookmark Template
Print this page and
follow the instructions
to fold a numbat
bookmark for
yourself or a friend!
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Take care! Ask an adult to help
you to cut out any difficult parts.
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